
Joseph B. Balk
May 23, 1927 - April 21, 2014

Dodgeville - Joseph B. Balk of Dodgeville, WI passed quietly at Siena Crest
Assisted Living in Mineral Point, WI on April 21, 2014 at the age of 86. 

He was born of Joseph and Anna Balk on May 23, 1927 in Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin. 

During WWII he served as an amphibious vehicle instructor in Florida. After
the war he returned to Prairie du Chien where in 1949 he married Mary Joan
Polodna. 

Joe and his family moved to Dodgeville in the early 50's to work for the
Borden Company as a driver. During the 1950's and early 60's he began
working on small engines and bicycles out of his home. In 1963 Joe and his
wife purchased Balk's Shell Station and eventually established a nearby
building for Balk's Small Engine. 

 

During his working career he also owned an auto parts store in Dodgeville and
a restaurant in Poynette but returned to the Dodgeville area to be near his
family. 
He delivered auto parts for a local auto parts store until his retirement. 

He loved to fix things. It was his hobby to find something that didn't work and



only needed a small part. He would fix it and either sell it or give it away. After
owning the restaurant he spent much of his time cooking, always saying no
one else knew how to cook. He became a regular food critic. 

Joe is survived by his 5 children, Kenneth (Saundra Hopkins), Kathleen (Jerry
Severson), Kevin (Cindy), Allen (Tammy), and Timothy (Laurie); 8
grandchildren; 3 great grandchildren; his brother Francis Balk and sister Mary
Thompson, and former wife, Joan Balk. 

 

He was preceded in death by his daughter Patricia, grandson Joshua, his
mother and father, 4 brothers, 1 sister and special friend Susan Pope. 

 

There will be a private service with the immediate family and burial will take
place at the Eastside Cemetery in Dodgeville. 

In lieu of flowers, the family request donations to be made to the Patricia Balk
Meyer Scholarship foundation at the Dodgeville High School.
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Joseph B. Balk

Diane & John Hermanson - April 28, 2018 at 02:08 AM

Balk families-we are so sorry for your loss. Lots of good memories
of Joe.

Mike & Shari Price - April 28, 2018 at 02:08 AM

Kevin, Cindy, and family: 
  

You all have our deepest sympathy at this time. We are so sorry for
your loss. I am sure he will be greatly missed by all.... 

  
Love, 

 Mike & Shari

Sharon Shea - April 28, 2018 at 02:08 AM

We are sorry for your loss. I loved to see Joe come in to Haase's
Service to deliver parts. We joked and had some fun conversations.
Joe always wore a smile. He was a delightful person and a very
hard worker. RIP.

Dr. Dave & Bonnie Downs - April 28, 2018 at 02:08 AM

What a wonderful guy, hard worker and always a smile. Our
thoughts & prayers are with the family.



DD
Debbie Dale - April 28, 2018 at 02:08 AM

My sympathies to my classmate and childhood neighbors.


