Philip E. Crawford
April 22, 1941 - April 21, 2016

Mineral Point - Philip Edmund "Phil" Crawford, 74, of Mineral Point, died with his wife and
children at his side and went into Godʼs eternity on Thursday, April 21, 2016, after a battle
with cancer.
A celebration of life service is being planned at the CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST, Mineral Point, Wisconsin 3:30 p.m. on Thursday April 28, 2016. A
visitation is scheduled from 1:00 p.m. until 3 p.m. on Thursday at the church, with the
celebration of life following at 3:30. Philʼs guest book is provided in the link to Gorgen
Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be offered to Upland Hills Health, Mineral
Point Public Library or the Congregational United Church of Christ in Mineral Point.
Phil was born on April 22, 1941, in Monticello, Wisconsin, to Sherman and Hannah
(Whaley) Crawford. He graduated from Monroe High School in 1959 and enlisted in the
National Guard in 1961, and served his country in the Army during the Cold War, a time
that included the Cuban Missile Crisis and the construction of the Berlin Wall. For five and
half years he continued with the National Guard. He was employed with Wisconsin Power
& Light, Co. in Janesville, WI.
Always a hard worker, he began with WP&L as a semi-skilled laborer and ascended to
management positions including district manager of Lake Geneva, Beloit, and Mineral
Point, and director of customer service for the western territory. He retired from the utility
after more than thirty years of dedicated service. After retirement from WP&L, which by
then had become Alliant Energy, Phil began working in customer service at Landsʼ End in
Dodgeville and continued there for fifteen years.
Phil married Karen Lueck of Browntown in 1963, and they have been happily married ever
since. They celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary in 2013 surrounded by friends
and family. Phil and Karen had three wonderful, talented children whom Phil loved dearly:
Kersten (Kyle) Foster, of Wilmington, North Carolina; Heather (Dave Schomisch)
Schimmers, of Appleton; and Neal (Sarah) Crawford, of Eau Claire. During Philʼs career

with WP&L, the family moved often and lived in places such as Janesville, Berlin,
DeForest, Oregon, Sheboygan, Platteville, Lake Geneva, and Mineral Point. Phil and
Karen ultimately settled in Mineral Point and have lived there for many years. Their lovely
home is filled with happy memories of birthdays, holidays, graduations, and parties, and it
includes many treasured pictures of their children, grandchildren, friends, animals, and
travels.
Phil had nine grandchildren whom he absolutely adored: Kersten and Kyleʼs children
including Ethan, 17, who loves the outdoors and will always be Philʼs number one
grandchild; Dylan, 15, who is a world-class skateboarder and good guy; and Skylar, 12,
who is mature beyond her years with a great spirit. Heather and Daveʼs children including
Eiley, 16, who is a gorgeous girl with a natural ability for sports; Parker, 15, who is a
brainiac and the best soccer player ever; Sam, 13, who is super smart with the kindest
heart; and Kal, 12, the most handsome boy with the most loving heart. And finally, Neal
and Sarahʼs children including Lucia, 10, who feels things more deeply than most adults;
and Anna, 8, a mini-me of Neal with the sharpest wit.
In addition to being devoted to his family and a hard worker, Phil was a valuable member
of the community. He served in civic roles including being a member of the President of
the Retiree group for WP&L/Alliant,Jaycees, Kiwanis, Masons, the Garden Club, the
Mineral Point City Council, and the Pendarvis Save our Site Committee. He was on the
boards of the Memorial Hospital of Iowa County, the Upland Hills Health Foundation, the
Mineral Point Chamber of Commerce, and the Iowa County Planning Commission. He
also served as treasurer of the Iowa County Fair Board of Directors.
Philʼs family remembers him as a loving husband, father, and grandfather who fought
bravely during his illness with cancer. As was his nature, rather than being concerned with
himself, he was more concerned about his family. They will forever treasure his guidance
in their lives and his witticisms, which include his unique perspective about life, parenting,
and relationships. He enjoyed laughter, spending time with his family, and Brandy
Manhattans; he will be missed.
Phil was preceded in death by his parents, Sherman and Hannah, his brothers Robert and
Sherman Crawford, his sister Phyllis Kernen, his brothers-in-law Don Van Wagenen and
Clarence Kernan, his sister-in-law Millie Crawford, his mother and father-in-law Marie and
Howard Lueck.
The family would like to thank everyone for their cards, telephone calls, meals, kind words,
and stories about Phil. Special thanks to Carey and Beth from Agrace Hospice for their

compassionate care.
Philip Edmund Crawford was a wonderful man who is loved and will be remembered
always by his family and friends.
"I see skies of blue,
And clouds of white.
The bright blessed day,
The dark sacred night.
And I think to myself,
What a wonderful world."

Comments

“

Our prayers and sympathy to you Karen and family on philos passing. He was a few
years older than us but we knew him..God bless

rich and shirley (mohns) zumkehr - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

We send our sincere condolences to you. Please know that we are keeping you all in
our prayers. My husband (Phil) remembers the time he went downtown to Bosserts
Ben Franklin and Phil, Phil Bossert and Phil Crawford were standing there and began
a routine of "Hey Phil....Hi to you, Phil......Good to see you too, Phil, and he said this
went on for a while and was quite hilarious.~Terri

Terri Weier - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

It's been extremely difficult to find the right words to express our sorrow at this time.
We have always cherished our friendship of over 40 years dating back to Lake
Geneva with our young families and some of the activities we did together like the
bike trail. Anytime we were able to get together in Mineral Point or the once in
Wilmington it seemed as if no time had passed and we were able to pick up
immediately on our relationship - we only wish it had been more often. Phil was
deeply devoted to his family and friends. He will always be remembered and his
presence and personality will be missed.

Marty & Dagmar Krall - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

Karen and family. I am so sorry to hear of Phil's passing. It has been a pleasure
having him as a loyal Schwans customer. But most of having him as a friend. He will
be missed by many. You all have my deepest sympathy. I

Doug Wayne - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

As a utility commissioner, I worked with Phil for years when the Richland Center
Utility became a customer of WP&L. Later, we renewed our acquaintance when we
both worked at Lands' End. He was a good friend. Our sincere condolences from the
Perry's, and on behalf of City Utilities.

Rod Perry - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

Our sympathy to philos family he was a few years older but we still remember him
well

rich,shirley zumkehr (mohns) - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

Phil was a man that was quick to smile and always had a positive outlook. We will
miss him.

Micki Duerst - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

Dear KarenWith Phil's passing you are entering another chapter in your life. One that
women of our generation are entering with the hope and expectation that our friends
can help us through.Our thoughts are with you today and in the difficult days ahead.
Jan Johnson

Janice Johnson - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you Karen and your
family during this time.

Jim & Carol Schubert - April 28, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

Dear Crawford family, My deepest sympathy on the passing of your beloved
Husband, Father, and Grandfather. You are in my thoughts and prayers during this
difficult time. May your wonderful memories of his life comfort you during this time. Paul and Tonya Dedering family (Heather's co-worker).

April 26, 2016 at 12:00 AM

